
Automotive Waste
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
VEHICLE BATTERIES

WHERE: Retailers that sell them.  State law requires 
such retailers to accept, free of charge, up to two vehicle
batteries per person per month. * Call your scrap
metal dealer or your municipal recycling office and
ask if they will accept your battery.  Vehicle batteries
are accepted through the County HMR Program.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
MOTOR OIL

WHERE: State law requires service stations and 
retailers that sell motor oil to accept, free of charge, up to
five gallons per person per day. Drain motor oil into a
clean unbreakable plastic container with a tight-fitting
lid.  Do not mix the oil with other fluids, such as
antifreeze, brake fluid or gasoline.  Be certain that the
container you use is thoroughly rinsed so that
nothing will contaminate the motor oil.  Take used
motor oil to a service station or to a motor oil
retailer.

*IT’S THE LAW: If a retailer refuses your vehicle battery 
or a service station refuses your motor oil, report the
facility to the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation Enforcement Division at
(845) 256-3013.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
OIL FILTERS

HOW & WHERE: Drain oil from filter.   This 
should be done in an area where the temperature 
is higher than 60° F.  Oil drains more easily and 
thoroughly at warmer temperatures.  Drained filters
should then be wrapped in newspaper and disposed
of in the garbage.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
TIRES

Some municipalities accept tires.  Call your municipal 
recycling office for more details.  Mavis Discount Tire
accepts tires from residents for $1.00 per tire.  Tires
are accepted through the County HMR Program.

BBQ Tanks

Residual gas should always be burned off through 
proper use of the grill prior to transport or disposal.
BBQ Tanks are accepted through the County HMR
Program.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
EMPTY 1- 2 LB. PROPANE BBQ TANKS

Never include tank with your recyclables.

WHERE: Empty tanks may be disposed of in the 
garbage or on bulk pick-up days.  Call your 
municipal recycling office for more information about
the program in your municipality.  Never include the
tank with your recyclables.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
20-LB. PROPANE BBQ TANKS

Never dispose of tank in the garbage.

WHERE: The companies listed below accept 20-
pound propane gas BBQ tanks year-round.  Call
ahead for transport and delivery instructions.  They
may charge a nominal fee.

Tech Air
465 Knollwood Road, White Plains
(914) 949-5151 

Paraco Gas
10 Edison Avenue, Mount Vernon
4 Joe’s Hill Road, Brewster
(914) 250-3700

American Compressed Gases
834 Nepperhan Avenue, Yonkers
(914) 968-8708

Synergy Gas
3247 Route 9, Cold Spring
(800) 341-3637

Brookfield Resource Management, Inc.
280 Lamont Street, Elmsford
(914) 592-5250

(Brookfield requires 
that the main valve 
be removed from the 
tank before delivery.  
Call for instructions.)

Fluorescent Light Bulbs
These light bulbs contain a small amount of 
mercury sealed within the bulb, so they should not
be disposed with household garbage.  Fluorescent
light bulbs are accepted through the County HMR
Program.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
COMPACT FLUORESCENT LIGHT BULBS
(CFLS)

WHERE: Home Depot and Lowe’s stores 
accept intact CFLs free of charge with no purchase
necessary.  Call these stores for more information
and visit www.westchestergov.com/recycling for a list
of locations. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
FLUORESCENT TUBE LIGHT BULBS  

WHERE: Contact the retail store where you 
purchased the bulb as they may accept them.  Call
your  municipal recycling office, or call the Recycling
HelpLine at (914) 813-5425 for alternate outlets.  

American Lamp Recycling*
26 Industrial Way,Wappingers Falls
(845) 896-0057

*Accepts tube bulbs from residential generators.  

They must be delivered in person.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
BROKEN FLUORESCENT LIGHT BULBS

HOW & WHERE: The New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation advises
the following : Open a window and vacate the room
for 15+ minutes.  Using disposable rubber gloves,
scoop up the fragments and powder with sturdy
cardboard, wipe the area clean with damp paper
towels or wet wipes, and dispose of all waste and
cleaning supplies in a sealed plastic bag.  Place that
plastic bag along with the disposable rubber gloves
into another plastic bag, and seal it.  Dispose of in
the garbage outside immediately and wash your
hands.  For more information visit 
www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/285.html.

Household Batteries
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
DISPOSABLE NON-RECHARGEABLE –
ALKALINE AND CARBON ZINC,
RECHARGEABLE – ALKALINE

Examples:  AAA,AA, C, D, 9 Volt, Long Life C& D 
cells.  Used for toys, radios, appliances, flashlights, etc.

WHERE: Dispose of in the garbage.
In 1992, an international standard was implemented 
requiring manufacturers to produce the commonly
used alkaline and carbon zinc batteries with a
significantly lower mercury content. Now, according
to the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation, most household batteries can be
disposed of safely in the trash.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
RECHARGEABLE NON-DISPOSABLE
Rechargeable Batteries (except Alkaline Rechargeable
Batteries – see above) and Battery Packs

Examples:  Nickel Cadmium (Ni-Cd), Nickel Metal 
Hydride (Ni-MH), Lithium Ion (Li-ion), Small Sealed
Lead Acid (Pb) batteries weighing up to 2 pounds.
Used for wireless phones, laptop computers, 
camcorders, digital cameras, radio-controlled toys,
cordless power tools, etc.

BUTTON CELL-SILVER OXIDE, 
Mercuric Oxide, Lithium, Zinc Air

Examples: Round, very small and thin in size.  
Used for hearing aids, watches, cameras, etc.

WHERE: Drop-off site or County Household 
Material Recovery (HMR) Program.

ADDITIONAL NOTES:
Several municipal offices have battery drop-off 
locations. Home Depot and Lowe’s accept and 
recycle rechargeable batteries (and CFLs) free of
charge.  Most RadioShack stores accept nickel-
cadmium batteries for free.  For a list of additional 
locations that accept rechargeable batteries and cell
phones, visit http://www.call2recycle.org. Contact
your local municipal recycling office or these stores
for more details.
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Preparation is important: Think of the potential 
mess a can of liquid paint can cause to the road, a
truck or sanitation crew if it spills or splatters.  Both
oil and latex-based paint may be legally and safely 
disposed of in your garbage by following the simple
instructions below.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
EMPTY PAINT CANS*

HOW & WHERE: Put empty cans next to the 
garbage with the lid off.  Do not include the empty
can with your recyclables.

CANS WITH PAINT*

HOW & WHERE: Harden paint by mixing it with 
kitty litter or another absorbent pellet material, such 
as Speedy-Dri, until no liquid remains.   The more 
absorbent material added, the faster the paint will
harden.  To make more room for the absorbent 
material, full or partially full cans of paint should be
poured off into empty cans or ones with less paint.
Some paint stores carry products specifically 
designed to harden paint.  Call stores for details.
After the paint is hard, put it out for garbage 
collection with the lid off.*

* Rye Brook, White Plains and Yorktown residents 
must dispose of empty or hardened paint cans on 
bulk pick-up days.

Electronics
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
CELL PHONES

WHERE:  It is illegal to throw cell phones in 
the garbage.  There are cell phone drop-off 
locations in almost every Westchester community, 
including all Verizon, AT&T,T-Mobile, Staples, Best Buy
and Home Depot stores.  Many public libraries and
municipal buildings collect cell phones.  Call the 
Recycling HelpLine at (914) 813-5425 or visit
www.westchestergov.com/recycling or
www.call2recycle.com for a list of locations and
additional information.  Cell phones are also collected
through the County HMR Program.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
ELECTRONICS

WHERE: Most municipalities have collection 
programs for electronics.  Call your municipal 
recycling office for more information.  Electronics are
accepted through the County HMR Program.

In addition, electronics are accepted for recycling 
at Best Buy stores throughout the county.  First you
must remove external and internal hard drives or
there is a fee.  There may also be a fee for televisions
and monitors.  Many manufacturers have a return 
program available; contact manufacturers for details.

Best Buy Locations:

299 N Central Avenue, Hartsdale
(914) 946-0707

2478 Central Park Avenue, Yonkers
(914) 337-4077

555 E Sandford Boulevard, Mount Vernon
(914) 664-4425

County Household Material 
Recovery (HMR) Program 

Residentially generated chemicals, electronics, 
fluorescent bulbs, BBQ tanks and
non-disposable batteries are some of the
many items accepted through the County
HMR Program. HMR events are held at
various locations during the year. In time
these events will be replaced by a permanent
facility under construction in Valhalla. For
information on the events (directions and
locations) or an update on the permanent
HMR facility’s opening, call (914) 813-5425 or
visit www.westchestergov.com/hmr

For more information on waste reduction and
recycling contact:

Westchester County Recycling HelpLine

(914) 813-5425 or visit
www.westchestergov.com/recycling 

REMEMBER:
The best way to be environmentally friendly is to only
buy what you need and use what you buy.

Thomas J. Lauro, P.E., Commissioner

Department of Environmental Facilities

This brochure was partially funded with a grant from the 
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation.

Printed on recycled paper.
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