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Refuse Disposal District No. 1

● Created pursuant to N.Y.S. Law

● Consists of 36 of the County’s 43 municipalities

● Includes approximately 90% of the County’s 
population 

● Managed by the Department of Environmental 
Facilities
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Waste-to-Energy (WTE)

● All RDD residential waste goes to the 

Charles Point WTE Facility (Resco)

● About 90% of all Westchester waste goes 

to a WTE Facility

● Only 12.8% of U.S. waste is disposed of 

through WTE
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Material Recovery Facility

The Refuse District’s curbside recyclables 
are collected and processed at the MRF in 

Yonkers. 

The processed recyclables are marketed 

and sold to recyclables brokers and 

recyclers.
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RDD Programs & Services

● Household-Material Recovery Facility (H-MRF)

● Mobile Shredder Vehicles

● E-Waste Collection 

● Medication Take-Back

● Boat Wrap Recycling

● Organic Yard Waste Disposal

● Material Recovery Facility Tours

● Recycling HelpLine- 914-813-5425

● Recycling Enforcement
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How Are We Doing?

Recycling Rates

• Westchester County: 52% (2018)

• U.S.: 35%
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Westchester Schools Serviced By Municipal or Private Haulers

Dual-Stream or Single Stream Recycling
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The Changing Landscape of Recycling

AND YOU MAY ASK YOURSELF…
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Current Conditions in the Recycling Market

China’s National Sword Policy

Historically, China has been the largest importer of 

recyclables. In late 2017, China enacted the National 

Sword Policy, which banned the import of certain 

recyclables and placed contamination limits on other 

imported recyclables that are so difficult to meet that 

they in essence operate as a ban.
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Generating Less Waste

Due in large part to District education 

initiatives and recycling programs 

implemented by the County and its 

municipalities, the County has significantly 

reduced the amount of waste it generates.

In 2003, the District delivered 495,915 tons 

of residential MSW to the Resco WTE 

facility. In 2018, the total was down to 

368,888, a reduction of over 127,000 tons 

or 25.6%.

Archived File - May Not Be ADA Compliant



Westchester County Waste Reduction

2003

495,515 

Tons
2018

368,999 

Tons
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Recycle Right
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Item Specific Receptacles
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School Recycling Ideas

Administrative:

• Custodial Staff Communication (ex: Milk Cartons)

• Route school memos & assignments electronically.

• Collect and return printer ink cartridges.

• Collect and return used markers from school/home.
• Crayola ColorCycle- Crayola.com/colorcycle

• Signage, Lesson Plans, and Sample Parent Letter

• Hold recycling challenges or contests.

• Participate in the EPAs America Recycles Day- November 15
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School Recycling Ideas

Educational:

• Recycled Material Art Projects

• Scrap Paper Box
• Use in class

• Available for art projects

• Biology of Composting

• The Recycling Process/The Life of A…
• Plastic in the ocean & wildlife
• Field Trips

• County MRF
• Waste in the Environment Field Trip

• Google Map to Waterbodies
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School Recycling Ideas
Cafeteria:
• Food Preparation- It’s the little things!
• Explore food donation opportunities for 

leftover edible food.

• Encourage students to bring lunch and 

snacks in reusable containers, with 

reusable utensils and beverage bottles.

• Strategically locate individual condiment 

packets. 

• Start a food scrap recycling program.

• Organize waste baskets to encourage 

recycling.

• Employ clear and simple signage.
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The Cafeteria
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Additional Opportunities

• Community Involvement
• Fundraisers- School/Team Logo Reusable Lunch Packaging
• Off-Site and School Event Community Projects

• Get kids excited about recycling
• Provide real world application of recycling lessons

• Resources
• Pepsi Recycle Rally Resources- PepsiCoRecycling.com

• Grants
• NYSAR3 Grant- NYSAR3.org

• $500 for Recycling Projects
• Twice Annual Award
• Fall 2019, Due November 8th
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QUESTIONS?

Cal l  813-5425
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