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The Material Recovery Facility (MRF) Education and Conference Center, serves as 

the primary recycling facility for Westchester County, and allows visitors to observe 

the operation of a garbage and recyclable transfer station.  The items delivered and

processed here, and sold to recycling markets include: aluminum (cans and foil); 

ferrous metal; plastics (coded 1 -7); plastic boat wrap; newspaper; corrugated 

cardboard; telephone books and assorted paper, including paper from the Mobile

Shredder. The MRF was built in 1992 and in 2011 the MRF underwent a significant

renovation, replacing all of the equipment that sorts metal, glass and plastic 

recyclables. Over 70,000 tons of recyclables are brought to the MRF and processed

each year, generating over $6 million in revenue. In addition, the county saves over 

$6 million by not having to dispose of these materials as garbage.

In 2013, the Education Center was renovated and upgraded with newly painted walls,

two flat screen televisions, interior improvements and modifications, and most notably,

the installation of a Recycled Material Art Gallery. The gallery is  the result of six

months of work and thousands of pounds of recycled and reused materials. It was

made possible thanks to the hard work and dedication of a team including Westchester

artists, county employees and City Carting staff.

Each year, the MRF Education and Conference Center accommodates over 6,000 

visitors, including thousands of students from schools throughout Westchester. 

About 
THE MRF

Material Recovery Facility 
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TREASURE
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Richard
Benash

Richard Benash, owner of RB Scrap Iron & Metal, Inc., is a

Yonkers native. His salvaged steel sculptures have been 

privately collected, as well as featured in galleries throughout

the Mid-Hudson Valley and New York City. In 2007, Benash was

the featured artist of the Solid Waste Advisory Board (SWAB)

and the Office of Recycling Outreach & Education’s (OROE) First 

Annual Fundraiser to Benefit Recycling in New York City. He was

also the primary artist and fabricator of a steel fence for the

“Planes, Trains & Automobiles Toddler Park” commissioned by

Westhab Inc. and the City of Yonkers. He is a Yonkers resident

who owns a farm in the Shawangunk Mountains, where he and

his wife, Shelita Birchett Benash (an artist also featured in this

gallery), are building the Organic Art Farm Studio. Benash 

remains committed to environmentally beautifying the City of

Yonkers through working green and exposing the public to the

remarkable process of transforming junk into art.

Waste-to-Energy, Art Skyline & Steel Seasons Forest, 

Street Light 

Over 2,300 lbs of 100-year-old salvaged steel cut freehand 
with the use of a plasma cutter, then welded to steel stands.
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Shelita 
Birchett Benash

Shelita Birchett Benash is an interdisciplinary artist with a

B.A. degree in Creativity Studies from SUNY Empire. Her

art work has been featured in galleries and boutiques

throughout the Mid-Hudson Valley and New York City. 

Her mosaic work has been privately commissioned and

featured as part of the Stamford Downtown Art in Public

Places exhibitions in Stamford, CT. Benash enjoys the 

challenge and unpredictability that recycled materials

bring to her artwork. She is a Yonkers resident who owns 

a farm in the Shawangunk Mountains where she and her

husband, Richard Benash (an artist also featured in this

gallery), are building the Organic Art Farm 

Studio where they will sell beautiful junk. 

Reduce Reuse Recycle Table, Sit & Think Benches 

Used conference room table overlaid with a recycled hand-cut terracotta tile
mosaic, grouted.   Eight used benches overlaid with paper bags, gift wrap 
tissue, brass fittings, metal washers, post cards, CDs, DVDs, vintage records,
antique sheet music, comic books, magazines, newspaper, and real leaves,
then sealed with a clear protective epoxy resin coating.  
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Mary Ann
Lomonaco

Mary Ann Lomonaco, a resident of Larchmont, graduated

from Parsons School of Design with Honors in 1980.  

She was awarded a New York Foundation for the Arts 

Fellowship in Crafts.  Most of her work involves recycling

everyday materials and transforming these humble items

into tactile, innovative works of art.  The Westchester

County Airport commissioned Lomonaco to create a large

scale piece for the top floor of its building.  She was also

commissioned by the Oliver Carr Company to produce a

lobby installation for its Arlington, Virginia headquarters.

Her artwork is in the collections of the United Federal

Bank, World Bank Library, Neutrogena, AT&T, DuPont, 

Capital One, IBM, Citibank, The Neuberger Museum of 

Art and Pepsico. She has exhibited at museums and 

universities throughout the United States.

We Want YOU to Recycle Flag & Pen Pals 

Fringed bottle tops sewn onto cut recycled aluminum cans woven through 
hardware cloth. Repurposed pens glued to Masonite backing.

Archived File - May Not Be ADA Compliant



Archived File - May Not Be ADA Compliant



Piero 
Manrique

Piero Manrique is a Mamaroneck-based fine artist.  In addition 

to painting on canvas and creating wall murals, Manrique 

produces mixed-media electronic art and sculpture.  His work 

has been exhibited in galleries in the United States and Europe.

He is also an avid salsa dancer and performer.  Manrique calls

upon both his dance and architectural design sensibilities in 

creating his artwork. Originally from Peru, Manrique studied fine

arts at Purchase College State University of New York before

transferring to Parsons-The New School for Design in New York

and graduating with a bachelor’s degree in architecture in 2005.

He regularly works with some of the top interior and event 

designers in New York, creating original, contemporary spaces. 

Sky’s the Limit, Bird’s Eye View on Recycling, Turtle Swim, 

Turning Times Murals

Semi-gloss house paints, freestyle, hand-painted. 
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Daniel  
Potocki

Born in Texas 25 years ago, Dan Potocki grew up in Mount 

Vernon. He received a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree with a major

in painting from Pratt Institute in Brooklyn. After graduating, 

Potocki was commissioned to install a mural in one of the

Google Venture buildings for the Adimab Company in San 

Francisco. He has also sold several paintings, and some of 

his work has traveled throughout the United States with the

Guichard Gallery located in Chicago. Working as a muralist,

painter and tattoo artist, his work is heavily motivated by street

art. He is also inspired by muralist Diego Rivera, painters of the

New York School such as Rothko, along with graffiti, tattoos and

pop culture.

Waste-to-Energy, Art Skyline & Steel Seasons Forest, 

Street Light (Mural)

Spray paint and flat paint.
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Joel  
Romero

Raised in Mount Vernon, Joel works as a counselor for children,

ages 12 to18, at a group home in Mount Kisco. Joel has a 

passion to help guide teenagers in the right direction. 

Joel became fascinated with graffiti art since age seven. 

Furthermore, at a very young age he started drawing on 

whatever papers and boxes he could find at home, then as 

he grew older he started developing his work on canvas.  

Joel’s ultimate dream is to open up an art center for local 

artists. He believes that there is a lack of schools and programs

for artists, and feels that there are many talented artists from

Westchester who need a place to go and explore their skills. 

Waste-to-Energy, Art Skyline & Steel Seasons Forest, 

Street Light (Mural)

Spray paint and flat paint. 
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H E S U E R E D U C E S N A C

E A N B A L U M I N U M E R A

L R C V A D E C O M P O S E R

P T L L I T T E R F U E L P D

L H E E A R T H W O R M S A B

A D A L B G O S S A L G O P O

M A N C O L A N D F I L L O A

R Y W Y T I C O M P O S T D R

E P A C T O E T R E E S R O D

H S T E L S C L E A N A I R I

T O E R E P A I R I T T N E R

O T R A S H P L A S T I C S T

E H E A L T H Y E G A B R A G

G H Y B R I D N I W S O L A R

Recycle 
Every Day!
The planet is counting on you to help!

Can you find these garbage, recycling and energy words?
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Word 
Bank

Aluminum

Bottles

Cans

Cardboard

Clean Air

Clean Water

Compost

Decompose

Dirt

Earth Day

Earthworms

Environment

Fuel

Garbage

Geothermal

Glass

Healthy

Help

Hybrid

Landfill

Litter

Metal

Oil

Ores

Paper

Plastics

Recycle

reduse

Repair it

Reuse

Soil

Solar

Trash

Trees

Wind
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Recycling Helpline: (914) 813-5425
www.westchestergov.com/recycl ing
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WestchesterGovRecycling

Robert P. Astorino
Westchester  County  Execut ive

@WCRecycling

“Reduce, reuse, recycle.  

It’s how we keep Westchester 
green.”
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